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Time for Reflection/Religious Observance Template


	Date/Rationale
	As the school community gathers together to mark Remembrance Day, this RO event will give pupils and staff the opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice given by so many in wartime, and to also respond individually on how this influences each of us today.

	Title
	Remembrance 

	Stage
	S1-6

	Aim
	This event will help pupils to remember those who have suffered and died because of war, and in particular to consider the impact of the end of WW2 in 1945, both for those who celebrated and those whose lives and homes had been destroyed in many different ways. We will reflect on what “home” really means and how each of us can help others be at “home” around us in our families, school, and community.

	Objectives
	(1) During the event pupils may  a) Sense values: attitudes and feelings about what is really important, what really matters b) Sense meaningfulness: be able to make connections or to see potential patterns in one’s life which give it meaning c) Sense ‘otherness’: the sentiment that humans are more than their physical elements 

d) Sense challenge: be challenged and moved by compassion and  injustice

 

(2) At the end of this event pupils will be able to a) describe the school trip to the battlefields, and reflect on the impact it had on the pupils who attended b) to identify the impact that war had on many individuals and to analyse what people are experiencing in the present day as the result of war c) to discuss what “home” is and to describe how we can offer a “home” to those around us.


	Links with CfE
	(1) CfE Capacities

Confident Individuals with: secure values and beliefs - and able to: relate to others develop and communicate their own beliefs and view of the world
Responsible Citizens with: respect for others; commitment to participate responsibly in political, economic, social and cultural life - and able to: develop knowledge and understanding of the world 
 



	Is this part of a series?
	No

	Introduction
	The event will be introduced by the school chaplains who will explain what is going to happen and why we are having this event. Pupils who have been to the Battlefield Trip will then show pictures and talk about their experiences and what they learnt from visiting these sites.

	Stimulus/ stimuli
	Images will be shown of the celebrations in London in 1945 after the announcement by Churchill that the war in Europe had ended; this will be contrasted with aerial footage from the same time of the destruction of the German city of Dresden. Explain that for many, if not all, at the end of the war life had changed forever and in particular many had no home, whether physically or emotionally. Introduce some images of very recent news of refugees fleeing war torn Syria looking for a home. Home is really important to all of us. Sometimes our physical homes are not great places to be but a true “home” is somewhere we are safe and we belong. Tell the story of Ruth (from Ruth chapter 1 in the Old Testament of the Bible). Ruth’s life was in pieces, family had died, they had no food, but with her mother in law she found a “home” even in a new land “Your people will be my people, your God will be my God” she said. As we listen to the song “Bring him home” think about all the people who have become homeless because of war, think about Ruth who found a “home” with foreign people in a foreign land, and think about yourself, who could you help to feel at “home” – those in your class, your school, your family, your community. 

	Guided Reflection
	A pupil will sing “Bring him Home” from Les Miserables. After this chaplains will lead groups of pupils from each class as they place poppies (with their reasons for remembering written on them) on the barbed wire cross at the front of the hall. Some of the messages will be read out. 

	Response & Possible Next Steps
	A candle will be lit at the front of the hall as an act of remembrance followed by 1 minute silence. The end of the minutes silence will be marked by the playing of the Last Post. The event will end with an invitation to join in a prayer/reflection with the chaplain.


	Evaluation (a)


	Discussion with a sample of pupils/students/staff to assess if the event achieved the objectives). 

	Evaluation (b)


	Assessment of the event by the SMT and by the team that presented it. 

	Evaluation (c)


	An evaluation of pupil engagement and participation and reaction. Observe body language, record spontaneous comments, collect images.
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