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RO                                Religious Observance Template


	Date/Rationale
	Society and the world around us often writes of certain groups of people or makes out that people from these groups shouldn't be trusted. We want to challenge that viewpoint and help everyone present consider the fact that sometimes the most unlikely people ar the ones who help the most.

	Title
	Expect The Unexpected

	Stage
	Primary school

	Aim
	Aim to Challenge assumptions of who will help and consider the fact that it is not always who we would expect. To consider Jesus command from the Bible to love your neighbour and to think about who our neighbour is.

	Objectives
	(1) State which of the ‘Sensings’ from the ‘Report of the Religious Observance Review Report’ (2004 Scottish Executive) are being expressed and explored:

Sensing values: 

Sensing meaningfulness: 
Sensing a changed quality in awareness: 

Sensing challenge: 

 

(2) At the end of this event young people will be able to understand that sometimes help comes from unexpected sources.

	Links with CfE
	(1) CfE Capacities
Confident Individuals with: 
Effective Contributors with
Responsible Citizens with: 
 

(2) CfE Values

[Which of the four key values is your RO/TfR event targeting?]

“Wisdom and integrity
(3) Health and Wellbeing

“Health and wellbeing across learning: responsibilities of all
Experiences and outcomes 
Building the Curriculum 1 
Each establishment, working with partners, should take a holistic approach to promoting health and wellbeing, one that takes account of the stage of growth, development and maturity of each individual, and the social and community context.

I can expect my learning environment to support me to:

• develop my self-awareness, self-worth and respect for others 
• meet challenges, manage change and build relationships 
• experience personal achievement and build my resilience and confidence 
• understand and develop my physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing and social skills 
• understand how what I eat, how active I am and how decisions I make about my behaviour and relationships affect my physical and mental wellbeing 
• participate in a wide range of activities which promote a healthy lifestyle 
• understand that adults in my school community have a responsibility to look after me, listen to my concerns and involve others where necessary 
• learn about where to find help and resources to inform choices 
• assess and manage risk and understand the impact of risk-taking behaviour 
• reflect on my strengths and skills to help me make informed choices when planning my next steps”


	Is this part of a series?
	Yes. A series looking at Parables Jesus told.

	Introduction
	Sing a song 

Introduce today's theme by asking what their favourite stories are? Why? what are you reading in Class?

Today we are going to tell you two stories. One is real and one is not.

Before we do that we are going to watch a clip from Shrek.
In case you haven't seen the film let me tell you what has happened so far. Shrek is an Ogre who lives in a swamp. One night he finds his swamp has been taken over by lots of Fairy tale Characters. He sets off to ask Lord Farquad to get them out of his swamp. Lord Farquad is also looking for a champion to go and rescue the princess.

Show clip from Shrek starting at 21:40 and finishing at 25:27.

Shrek is probably the last person that Lord Farquad would have expected to send to rescue the princess. 
Our other two stories to day are also about people who helped but you wouldn't have expected them to help.  

	Stimulus/ stimuli
	Tell the story of the good samaritan from Luke 10: 25 - 37
Start by reading the intro from verse 25 to 29:

  25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?”
27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”[a]
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”
29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
Jesus then told a story and I need some help to act it out:

( get some volunteers to act out the story as you tell it)

30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road.
31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant[b] walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side.
33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,[c] telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’
36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.
37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”
Oskar Schindler:

We are now going to tell you a true story about another unexpected person who helped others.
This is the true story of one remarkable man who outwitted Hitler and the Nazis to save more Jews from the gas chambers than any other during World War II.

It is the story of Oscar Schindler who surfaced from the chaos of madness, spent millions bribing and paying off the SS and eventually risked his life to rescue the Schindler-Jews. 

Oscar Schindler rose to the highest level of humanity, walked through the bloody mud of the Holocaust without soiling his soul, his compassion, his respect for human life -  and gave his Jews a second chance at life. He miraculously managed to do it and pulled it off by using the very same talents that made him a war profiteer - his flair for presentation, bribery, and grand gestures. 

In those years, millions of Jews died in the Nazi death camps like Auschwitz, but Schindler's Jews miraculously survived.

To more than 1200 Jews Oscar Schindler was all that stood between them and death at the hands of the Nazis. A man full of flaws like the rest of us - the unlikeliest of all role models who started by earning millions as a war profiteer and ended by spending his last pfennig and risking his life to save his Jews. An ordinary man who even in the worst of circumstances did extraordinary things, matched by no one. He remained true to his Jews, the workers he referred to as my children. In the shadow of Auschwitz he kept the SS out and everyone alive.

Oscar Schindler and his wife Emilie Schindler were inspiring evidence of courage and human decency during the Holocaust. Emilie was not only a strong woman working alongside her husband but a heroine in her own right. She worked indefatigably to save the Schindler-Jews - a story to bear witness to goodness, love and compassion.

Today there are more than 7,000 descendants of the Schindler-Jews living in US and Europe, many in Israel. Before the Second World War, the Jewish population of Poland was 3.5 million. Today there are between 3,000 and 4,000 left.
Oscar Schindler spent millions to protect and save his Jews, everything he possessed. He died penniless. But he earned the everlasting gratitude of the Schindler-Jews. Today his name is known as a household word for courage in a world of brutality - a hero who saved hundreds of Jews from Hitler's gas chambers.

Schindler died in Hildesheim in Germany October 9, 1974. He wanted to be buried in Jerusalem. As he said: My children are here ..

- Louis Bülow


	Guided Reflection
	Tease out what the stories are about(Help from unexpected places) by asking questions. 
Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan to teach us to love our neighbours and to help us to think about who our neighbour is. help doesn't always come from the places we would expect. You expect to learn from your teacher or your mum and dad but you might not expect to learn from someone you don't like or you don't know. We should be prepaired to learn from unlikely people and not be surprised when unexpected people help .

	Response & Possible Next Steps
	(1)Ask young people to think about who they learn from and to think about being open to learning from unlikely people.
Pray:

Dear God,Thank you for all the people that teach and Help us especially those people that we wouldn't expect.

Amen

	Evaluation (a)


	

	Evaluation (b)


	

	Evaluation (c)
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